Recei ved: 4/7/2004

CENTRAL HUDSON GAS & ELECTRI C CORPCRATI ON
284 SOUTH AVENUE
POUGHKEEPSI E, NEW YORK 12601

April 7, 2004

Public Service Comi ssion
Three Enpire State Pl aza
Al bany, NY 12223

Re: Automated Meter Recordi ng Equi pnent for Interruptible Services

Dear Conm ssi oners:

Central Hudson Gas & Electric Corporation (“Central Hudson” or the
“Conpany”) hereby files proposed tariff changes to address the need for autonated
met er recordi ng equi pnment requirenents under Service Cassification Nos. 8, 9,
and 11. Central Hudson is issuing the attached proposed tariff |eaves on April
7, 2004 to becone effective on July 12, 2004.

P.S.C No. 12 - Gas

Original Leaf No. 166.1
Original Leaf No. 170.1
2nd Revi sed Leaf No. 184

The purpose of this filing is to incorporate automated neter recording
equi prent requirenents under Service Cassification No. 8 - Interruptible Gas
Sal es and Service dassification No. 9 - Interruptible Transportation Service and
to nodify the current automated neter recording equiprment requirenments under
Service Classification No. 11 - Firm Transportation - Core.

Service Classification Nos. 8 and 9

Central Hudson is incurring substantial |abor costs during gas service

curtail ments because the neters for all interruptible gas custonmers wthout
automat ed nmeter recording equi pmrent nust be read nmanual ly both before and after
service curtail nents. Central Hudson has 75 custoners taking service under

Service Cassification Nos. 8 and 9 and only 20 of those custoners have
automated neter recording equipnment. During the past heating season it was
necessary to invoke three system curtailnents resulting in 330 additional manual
nmet er readi ngs.

Wil e the Conmpany would favor requiring all custonmers currently operating
under Service Cassification Nos. 8 and 9 to install automated neter recording
equi pnent, we understand this is not possible. However, the Conpany believes
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that it is a reasonable request, that as a requirement for service, new
installations be required to have automated neter recordi ng equi prment installed
by the Conpany at the custoner’s expense.

Service Classification No. 11

Currently the Conpany’s tariff provisions maintain that custoners operating
under Service dassification No. 11 nust have installed automated neter recording
equi prent. This requirenment is al so addressed in the Service Odassification No.11
- Form of Transportation Service Agreenent, contained in the Conpany’'s tariff.
However, the provision included in the service class tariff states that the costs
for such equiprment will be paid for through the nonthly custoner charge, while
the provision included in the Service Agreenent states that the equipnent will
be installed by the Conpany at the Customer’s expense. The Conpany believes that
the |l anguage in the Service Agreenent is accurate and the | anguage contained in
the service class tariff needs to be amended. The cost of the automated neter
recordi ng equi pnent is an expense to be prepaid by the customer before service
may comrence. Therefore, the Conpany is requesting permssion to correct the
service <class tariff Ilanguage to nmake it consistent wth the Service
Classification No. 11 - Service Agreenent. In addition, the correction will meke
the Service Cassification No. 11 tariff provision consistent wth the
requi renents the Conpany has requested in this filing for Service Cassification
Nos. 8 and 9 and the established neter requirenent provisions contained in
Service C assification Nos. 14 and 15.

Because the proposed netering requirenents wll not inmpact custoners
currently taking service fromthe Conpany, the Conpany requests the requirenents
of 66((12)b) of the Public Service Law as to newspaper publication be waived.
Questions related to this filing should be directed to Patricia M Buck at (845)
486- 5244.

Yours very truly,
Arthur R Upright

| ett 65



