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17. Definitions (cont’d) 

North American Numbering Plan 

The term “North American Numbering Plan” denotes a three-digit area code (Numbering 
Plan Area – NPA) and a seven-digit telephone number made up of a three-digit Central 
Office prefix plus a four-digit station number. 

 Off-Hook 

The term “Off-Hook” denotes the active condition of Switched Access or a Telephone 
Exchange Service line. 

On-Hook 

The term “On-Hook” denotes the idle condition of Switched Access or a Telephone 
Exchange Service line. 

Open Circuit Test Line 

The term “Open Circuit Test Line” denotes an arrangement in an end office which provides 
an AC open circuit termination of a trunk or line by means of an inductor of several 
Henries. 

Originating Direction 

The term “Originating Direction” denotes the use of access service for the origination of 
calls from an End User Premises to a Primary IC Premises. 

Pay Telephone 

The term “Pay Telephone” denotes a location where Company equipment is provided in a 
public or semi-public place where Company Customers can originate telephonic 
communications and pay the applicable charges by (1) inserting coins in the equipment, or 
(2) using a credit card, or (3) third party billing the call or (4) calling collect. 

Phase Jitter 

The term “Phase Jitter” denotes the unwanted phase variations of a signal. 
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