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SECTION 1 – DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS (Cont’d) 

 
1.2 Definitions of Terms (Cont’d) 

 
Switch - The term “switch” denotes an electronic device that is used to provide circuit sharing, 

routing, and control. 

 
Tandem Switch - See Access Tandem. 

 
TDM - Time Division Multiplexing – a method of transmitting and receiving voice signals over the 

Public Switched Telephone Network (PSTN). 

 
Terminal Equipment - Telecommunications devices, apparatus and associated wiring on an End 

User’s or Customer’s Premises. 

 
Terminating Direction - The use of Switched Access Service for the completion of calls from a 

Customer's Point of Presence to an End User Premises. 

 
Timely Payment - A payment on a Customer's account made on or before the due date. 

 
Toll VoIP-PSTN Traffic - The term Toll VoIP-PSTN Traffic denotes a Customer’s interexchange 

voice traffic exchanged with the Company in Time Division Multiplexing format over PSTN facilities, 

which originates and/or terminates in Internet Protocol (IP) format. Toll VoIP-PSTN Traffic originates 

and /or terminates in IP format when it originates from and/or terminates to an End User of a service 

that requires IP-compatible customer premises equipment. 

 
Trunk - A physical or virtual communications path connecting two switching systems in a network, 

used in the establishment of an end-to-end connection. A trunk is capable of transmitting voice- 

frequency signals, although this definition does not limit the type of information that may be 

transmitted. 

 
Trunk Group - A set of trunks, which are traffic engineered as a unit for the establishment of 

connections between switching systems in which all of the communications paths are interchangeable. 

 
Underlying Carrier – Any provider of intrastate telecommunications services from whom Company 

acquires facilities or services that it utilizes to provide Company services to Customers and End Users. 

 
V & H Coordinates - Geographic points which define the originating and terminating points of a call 

in mathematical terms so that the airline mileage of the call may be determined. Call mileage may be 

used for the purpose of rating calls. 
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